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Dear Supporters, 
 
Students need both hands-on technology experiences and 
mentors who guide them to unleash their curiosity and tal-
ents. TechStart Education Foundation is proud to be a driv-
ing force increasing these opportunities in Oregon schools 
and reaching thousands of students every year through their 
mentors.   

 In 2008 TechStart programs directly and indirectly impacted over 
20,000 K-12 students in Oregon. Not only did we provide needed technology 
training to 155 K-12 educators across the state of Oregon, but we also 
launched two new programs: the Oregon Game Project Challenge and the Eq-
uity in the Classroom program.  I encourage you to read more about these 
programs and our impressive accomplishments over the past year. 
 As we forge ahead, we will engage more students than ever before in 
technology opportunities and support an increasing number of teachers to fill 
the vital role of technology mentor in our schools. With two full -time staff, we 
are well positioned to meet the growing demand for our programs.  We will 
also expand our student enrichment programs, such as the Oregon Game Pro-
ject Challenge. As TechStartõs first executive director, Iõm thrilled to work 
alongside our board through this next phase of growth.  
 Our growing organization has been able to accomplish so much in one 
year. None of this would have been possible without the dedication of our 
volunteers, the support from our donors and the commitment of the Software 
Association of Oregon. TechStart looks forward to working in partnership 
with all of you to help us achieve our vision of Oregon schools as a place 
where all students have unsurpassed opportunity to engage in hands-on tech-
nology experiences that better prepare them for the future. 
 Thank you for your support of our programs and your commitment to 
Oregonõs students. 
 
Natasha MacDonald 
Executive Director 

Vision  
TechStart envisions each Oregon K-
12 school as a place where all stu-
dents have unsurpassed opportunity 
to engage in hands-on technology 
experiences that nurture their pas-
sion for technology and better pre-
pare them for the future. We view 
technology education as a vehicle to 
transform how students learn, to 
sharpen their thinking and to influ-
ence their success beyond gradua-
tion.  

Mission  
Our mission is to promote wider ac-
cess to technology education for K-
12 students in order to strengthen 
the skills they need to thrive in the 
global economy. 

TechStart: We See The Future Technologist  



 

 

Engaging Students and Educators in Technology  

TechStart prepares Oregon students for their future by 
taking a holistic approach to technology education.  Our 
programs are focused on educator professional develop-
ment, student enrichment and direct classroom support.  
 
Educator Programs 
Dedicated, guided access to computer science, digital 
media and specialized technology curriculum is crucial 
to get students excited and engaged in new interests, 
aptitudes and careers.  Unfortunately, there is an inade-
quate number of technology mentors in Oregon schools.  
Through SuperQuest, our flagship program, TechStart 
creates a pipeline of knowledgeable technology educa-
tors in K-12 classrooms by providing needed training in 
computer science, information technology and pre -
engineering focused on classroom management and 
pedagogy.   
 Our goal is to educate and train teachers today to 
ensure that the benefits of technology education will 
reach students for generations to come.  By training 
teachers, TechStart has created a high impact program 
that reaches thousands of students a year.  Our efforts to 
reach more K-12 educators each year have been success-
ful and we continue to generate a growing interest in 
our SuperQuest program.  In 2008, TechStart: 
¶ Provided a total of 15 different course offerings, 

ranging from beginning web design to advanced 
robotics. 

¶ Trained 155 K-12 educators from 57 cities and 
towns across the state of Oregon, and nine cities in 
Washington and California.  

¶ Expanded our five -day training series to Southern 
Oregon and added an additional one-day fall 
workshop in the Portland area.  

  
 TechStart further supports technology by recogniz-
ing teaching excellence with our annual Oregon Tech-
nology Educator of the Year award.  This award recog-
nizes an effective, engaging K-12 instructor that inspires 

passion and commitment from her or his students while 
advancing their critical thinking ability, skills, and 
knowledge in challenging, meaningful ways.  
  
Student Programs  
TechStart offers advanced student opportunities as host 
of two annual programming challenges: the Oregon 
Game Project Challenge (ogpc) and the Willamette Uni-
versity -TechStart Programming Contest. These competi-
tions are designed to deepen computer science knowl-
edge. 
 ogpc is a state-wide, multidisciplinary program 
launched in 2008 that introduces students to computer 
programming basics while educating them in science 
and current events.  Teams of four to seven students cre-
ate computer games related to sustainability that are 
designed to be fun, challenging and innovative.  This 
program is demonstrating early success: 
¶ In our inaugural year we had 122 students partici-

pate in this challenge. 
¶ In 2009, we have doubled the number of student 

participants.  
 
The Willamette University -TechStart programming con-
test is also a statewide computer science competition. 
High school student teams must solve challenging pro-
gramming problems in a limited time, encouraging 
teamwork and programming achievement at diverse 
skill levels and simulating a real world work experience. 
Over the course of five hours the teams tackle a set of 
fourteen problems, ranging from novice level tasks up to 
challenging puzzles involving significant analysis and 
advanced data structures.  
 In 2008, the top three teams received trophies to dis-
play at their schools: 

First Place - South Eugene High School 
Second Place - Sherwood High School 
Third Place - Mountain View High School (Bend)  

 
 In addition to these programs, each year we recog-
nize one high school senior with the Oregon Student 
Technologist of the Year award, which includes $4,000 
in scholarship funding to enroll in a college computer 
science program of the studentõs choosing. 
 
Direct Support  
By offering direct funding for teachers to implement 
specialized technology programs, TechStart is able to 
engage more students in technology learning. Past ini-
tiatives include providing LEGO robotics kits for teach-
ers to use in their classrooms. Most recently we offered 
equity in the classroom mini -grants to K-12 educators to 
promote diversity in computer science.  
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Oregon school teacher Mark Gullickson has introduced 
LEGO Robotics to two schools in the state in the past few 
years, in part with the aid of program support and grants 
from TechStart. His efforts put a focus on science, technology, 
math, and engineering (STEM) front and center, and heõs 
building the interest among girls as well as boys.  
 Central Elementary School in Albany received Tech-
Startõs òEquity in the Classroomó mini-grant to support Gul-
licksonõs  all-girl FIRST LEGO robotics team, which then led 
to his selection by the Oregon Education Association to re-
ceive a òPromising Practicesó grant. His grant proposal title 
sums it up, òGearing up! An Integrated Approach of Elemen-
tary Mathematics, Science and Engineering for Traditionally 
Underserved Student Populations.ó  
 Gullicksonõs all girls elementary school robotics team 

òLEGO S.M.A.K.Só won first place in Technical Programming and Robot Design at the Corvallis FIRST LEGO 
League competition in December 2008.  They are proof that TechStart is making a difference in gender equity.  
Team member Mariah P.B, said  òWhen it comes to LEGOs and computers, I think the biggest thing I have learned 
so far this year is that girls have the same talents as boys." 

Girls Get Hands On with LEGO Robotics  

Sabrina Houser, a 2008 
graduate of North Sa-
lem High School was 
honored with a $4,000 
scholarship made possi-
ble by the Microsoft In-
novation Center. She 
first became interested 
in studying computer 
science when she at-
tended the No Boys Al-
lowed (NBA) girlõs 
technology conference. 
 òWomen have a lot of attributes to contribute 
to the technology field and I believe I have a lot 
to offer with different ideas and problem solving 
approaches than my male counterparts.ó 
 Houser attends Seattle Pacific University.  

Alan Cunningham of 
Arlington High School 
was honored in 2008 and 
received a donation for 
his classroom made pos-
sible by Autodesk.  
 Mr. C., as his com-
munity knows him, is a 
19 year veteran Oregon 
teacher.  He currently 
teaches biology, physical 
science, chemistry, phys-

ics, industrial arts, web design/marketing/
broadcasting/business, robotics and engineer-
ing.  Mr. C.õs approach is to establish student-
run businesses which provide experiential 
learning opportunities for students and have 
garnered $100,000 in program funding since 
1995.  òHonkerTechó includes a student-run and 
owned TV station and the official school and 
community web site, www.HonkerNet.net, that 
is designed, developed and managed by Arling-
ton High School students. 


